70                                      SUSHE OE SUJAB.

was the Ku-tan (^| JJO hill, the spot at which the Khans
of the Ten surnames were crowned.1 This city seems to
have disappeared ever since the T'ang period. Its remains
are supposed by some to exist at a place on the north
side of the Issik-kiil, but this does not suit the position
of the city with reference to the Lake. The Su-she for
our text was apparently situated to the west of Issik-kiil,
south of Tokmak, and not very far to the north-west of
the Son-kiiL Modern Chinese maps place in that neigh-
bourhood a river called Su-sa-ma-erli (|g jg J| ]fjj), that is
perhaps, "Susa water". In some of our maps this river
appears as "Susamirr, a name also given to a range of
mountains in the neighbourhood. In some old maps of
the Persian empire at the height of its greatness we find
to the north of Samarkand a town called "Teras7' and
north-east from it a river "Sosechi". Further it is to be
observed that some Chinese geographers understand Sui-
she-shui to be an old name for the Issik-kul.2 At the
time of our pilgrim's visit the Su-she river and its city
had been a part of the great Persian empire; and we may
with some probability take the name Su-she to be for Susa,
transferred from the old Susa "by Choaspes' amber strSam,
the drink of none but kings". -Professor Hirth, who con-
siders the Su-she of our text to be the Sui-she of the
T'ang History, restores the name Sui-she as Suj-ab.3 He
writes Su-ye and Sui-ye, and if the latter term is regarded
as a Chinese name his transcription of the characters may
be correct. But the former is a foreign word read Su-
she, and our pilgrim's Su-$]ie-$liui may possibly correspond
to the Suj-ab of Tabari quoted by Dr. Hirth.

1  Ch. 43.  The "General Pel Lo" of this passage is perhaps the
civil official Pei Hing-chien (|| ft {^) who caused a general to build
the city.

2  Hsin-ch'iang, cJi. 1 where the expression is Sui-sheh-chuan (Jlj).
s Naclrworte z. Inschrift d. Tonjukuk S. 71 and cf. S, 73. 75.   (Die

Alt-TurMschen Inschriffcen d. Mongolen. Radloff).